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WISCONSIN CONSTRUCTION SPECIFICATION 
 

5.  CONSTRUCTION SITE POLLUTION CONTROL 
 
1. SCOPE 

 
The work shall consist of installing measures or performing work to control erosion and 
minimize the production of sediment and other pollutants to water and air from construction 
activities. 

 
2. MEASURES  

 
Erosion and sediment control measures and works shall be installed to prevent or minimize 
sediment production and transport offsite.  The measures and works shall include, but are 
not limited to, the following: 

 
a. Diversions - Divert water from work areas and collect water from work areas for 

treatment and safe disposition.  Temporary diversions shall be removed and the area 
restored to its near original condition when the diversions are no longer required or when 
permanent measures are installed. 

 
b. In-Channel Sediment Control - Sediment produced within the stream channel during 

construction will be retained in the work area.  Sediment retention will be accomplished 
by using a temporary, excavated sediment trap and/or a barrier constructed of geotextile 
and hay bales.  Turbid water in the retention area may be pumped to a well-vegetated 
area away from the stream.  The vegetation will serve to filter the sediments before the 
flow returns to the stream.  Discharge areas from all pump hoses shall be stabilized.  At 
no time shall the pump discharge be allowed to cause erosion at the discharge point. 

 
c. Mulching - Mulch provides temporary protection of the soil surface from erosion.  The 

method of application is specified on the construction drawings 
 
d. Sediment Basins - Sediment basins collect, settle, and eliminate sediment from eroding 

areas from impacting properties and streams below the construction site(s).  These 
basins are temporary and shall be removed and the area restored to its original condition 
when they are no longer required or when permanent measures are installed. 

 
e. Sediment Filters - Straw bale filters or geotextile sediment fences (silt fence) trap 

sediment from areas of limited runoff.  Sediment filters shall be properly anchored to 
prevent erosion under or around them.  These filters are temporary and shall be 
removed and the area restored to its original condition when they are no longer required 
or when permanent measures are installed.  The method is shown on the construction 
drawings. 

 
f. Seeding - Seeding to protect disturbed areas shall occur as soon as reasonably possible 

following completion of that earthwork activity.  All seeding operations shall be 
performed in such a manner that the seeds are applied in the specified quantities 
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uniformly in the designated areas.  The method and rate of seed application are 
specified on the construction drawings 

 
g. Silt Curtain or Turbidity Barrier - Silt Curtain and Turbidity Barriers can be used to 

minimize the transport of sediment from an area where construction activities are 
occurring within or directly adjacent to a waterway or waterbody.  The fabric shall be 
removed after the construction activities have ceased and the sediment has settled.  
Care should be taken to prevent the re-suspension of sediment during removal. 

 
h. Staging of Earthwork Activities - The excavation and moving of soil materials shall be 

staged to minimize the area disturbed and the time these locations are vulnerable to 
erosion. 

 
i. Stockpiling Material - The stockpiled materials shall be protected from concentrated 

flows and/or flooding, to minimize sediment movement offsite. 
 
j. Stream Crossings - Culverts or bridges should be used where equipment crosses 

streams.  They are temporary and shall be removed and the area restored to its near 
original condition when the crossings are no longer required or when permanent 
measures are installed. 

 
k. Waterways - Waterways shall be used to safely dispose of runoff from fields, diversions, 

and other structures or measures.  These works are temporary and shall be removed 
and the area restored to its original condition when they are no longer required or when 
permanent measures are installed. 

 
l. It is the responsibility of the contractor or their designee for the cleanup or removal of 

sediment transported offsite due to failure to maintain erosion control measures during 
all phases of the construction.   

 
3. CHEMICAL POLLUTION 

 
The contractor shall safely dispose of chemical pollutants (such as drained lubricating or 
transmission fluids, grease, soaps, concrete mixer washwater, or asphalt, produced as a 
byproduct of the construction activities) off site.  The contractor is responsible for reporting 
and clean up of all accidental spills and leaks.   
 
In the event a piece of equipment develops a leak during the construction work, the leak 
shall be repaired before work continues.  All excess fluids will be cleaned from the machine 
prior to its return to the work area.   
 
If a leak occurs when equipment is working in or near a waterbody, the machine shall be 
immediately moved a safe distance away from the waterbody. 
 

4. AIR POLLUTION 
 
The burning of brush or slash and the disposal of other materials shall adhere to state and 
local regulations. 
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Fire prevention measures shall be taken to prevent the start or spreading of wildfires that 
may result from project activities.  Firebreaks or guards shall be constructed and 
maintained. 
 
All public access or haul roads used by the contractor during construction of the project shall 
be treated to fully suppress dust.  All dust control methods shall ensure safe construction 
operations at all times.  If chemical dust suppressants are applied, the material shall be a 
commercially available product specifically designed for dust suppression and the 
application shall follow manufacturer's requirements and recommendations.  A copy of the 
product data sheet and manufacturer's recommended application procedures shall be 
provided to the technician before the first application. 

 
5. MAINTENANCE, REMOVAL, AND RESTORATION 

 
All pollution control measures and temporary works shall be adequately maintained in a 
functional condition for the duration of the construction period.  All temporary measures shall 
be removed and the site restored to near original condition. 
 
All equipment used within the construction site shall be well maintained.  All equipment lines 
and fittings shall be checked on a daily basis to ensure that they are in good working order.   


